Chapter VII
OF THE DISCOVERY OF EUROPE, AND THE SORT OF
PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THAT CONTINENT
THERE arc twice as many people in Europe as there are in North
and South America together. There are more people within the
confines of that small continent than in America, Africa, and
Australia together. Only Asia has a greater number of inhabi-
tants than Europe, 950,000,000 against Europe's 550,000,000.
These figures are more or less accurate, for they were gathered
by the International Statistical Institution connected with the
League of Nations, a gathering of learned men who are able to
consider such matters with a cool and detached eye and who are
under no obligation to doctor the returns to please the local pride
of any particular country.
According to that same erudite body, the average net increase
in population on this planet is 30,000,000 per year. And that is
a very serious matter. For at that rate of speed, the population
of the world will double itself in about six centuries. And as we
still have millions and millions of years to go, I hate to think
what conditions will be later on, in the year 19330 or 193300 or
1933000. "Standing room only" on the underground is bad
enough. " Standing room only " on our planet would be abso-
lutely unbearable.
And yet that is the prospect before us unless we are willing to
face facts and take certain measures before it is too late.
All that, however, belongs rather to a handbook on political
economy. The question that faces us here is the following: Where
did these early settlers of the European continent, who were to
play such a great r6k in history, come from, and were they the
first to arrive upon the scene? The answer, I regret to say, must
be exceedingly vague. Those people probably came from Asia